
Where will your mystery be set? 
What makes you pick up a book? For me it’s an exciting 
setting. I can’t resist a haunted house or a deserted island or a 
completely new world that makes me want to know everything 
about it. I love a good setting, and that’s what we are going to 
look at in this worksheet. You have your detective. Now it’s 
time to build a world for them to live (and do their detecting) in.  

Creating a setting 

For Max’s first book the setting was easy. I already knew that I 
wanted to set my book in a theatre, partly because it’s a world 

that I know a lot about. That’s me as the fairy Leila in a production of Iolanthe in the 
picture at the top of the page. I love the theatre and wanted to create a theatre of my 
own as a setting for my mysteries. The theatre is a place where everyone is pretending 
to be someone they are not. It seemed like the perfect place for the mystery I wanted 
to set - Is Madame Emerald who she is pretending to be? And if not - who is she and 
what is she up to? 

Exercise - Settings and Mysteries 

Here’s a short exercise that might help you pick a setting if you are stuck. Take a look 
at the settings in the table below and the mysteries.  

Which mystery would you put with which setting? Now ask yourself why? 

Setting Mystery

Very Posh Jewellery Store Who kidnapped the Queen’s Corgi?

A Museum Who has stolen the priceless diamond 
bracelet?

A Royal Palace Who is making the contestants feel unwell?

A prestigious cat show Is that famous painting really a forgery?
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Of course, you could have any of these mysteries in any of these settings. You could 
write a story about the Queen’s Corgi being be kidnapped while she was visiting or 
judging a cat show, but would a cat show be the best place to set a mystery about a 
famous painting being forged? 

Think about the following question: 

How do you think each of the mysteries above would change if you set them in one of 
the other settings?  

Now build a table of your own. Put some settings down one side and mysteries down 
the other. Mix them up and see if any spark the imagination and make you want to 
write THAT mystery story.
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SOME	MORE	PROMPTS:	

‣ Is there anywhere you have visited that you think would make a great setting for 
a mystery? 

‣ Do you want your mystery to take place in an entire world, a town or in 
somewhere that your characters can’t move from, like a deserted house or a 
steam train or a ship in the middle of the ocean? 

‣ Is there anywhere you would ‘like’ to visit that you think would make a great 
setting for a mystery? Researching your setting can be such fun and will give 
you extra ideas for your book.  

‣ Don’t forget that setting is not just place, it is time? Does your story take place 
now or in the past (or even the future?) 

‣ You can even create a fantastical new world for your 
mystery or bring magic into our world. In the 
amazing The Last Chance Hotel by Nicki Thornton, 
the mystery is set in a Hotel where all the guests are 
magicians. Could your mystery have fantastical 
elements?  

Do you have a setting yet to go with your detective? 
Are the ideas for your mystery beginning to take 
shape? Keep playing with those ideas and in the next 
session we are going to work on that puzzle… 
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