Mystery Builders
Week 1 - Detectives
What is a Mystery?
A mystery is another word for a
puzzle. When we write a mystery
we are setting a puzzle for our
reader to solve. Now, there are
lots of ways of setting a puzzle.
You might want your reader to
work out how the Queen’s jewels
were stolen or who stole them.
You might want them to work
out what is going to be stolen or
even why the thief did it. You
might have lots of suspects or
just one. You’re going to get
your reader asking a lot of
questions and you’re going to
find clever and fun ways to
answer them. So first off you’re
going to need a detective.

Who is your detective?
When I created Max I knew that I wanted to write some mystery
stories set in a theatre. I was going to have the detective be
someone in the chorus, but then I started thinking about theatre
cats. Cats can climb up to places humans can’t to look for clues,
and they can hide in rooms and listen in on conversations. I
decided that a cat detective would be a really fun thing to write
about, and Max was born!
So who is your detective going to be? They can be anyone you
want. Here are some of my favourites:
Poppy Pym in Poppy Pym and the Pharaoh’s Curse by Laura
Wood is a circus performer. Poppy doesn’t set out to be a
detective. She turns detective when faced with a huge puzzle to
solve.
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Questions to ask
your detective
How does your
detective react
when they find a
clue?

Max’s tail tingles
whenever a clue
appears. What does
your detective do
when they suspect
something or find a
clue?
What is your
detective’s
biggest
weakness?

Max is far too fond
of salmon mousse.
He is too easily
distracted by food.
One day he will
miss a clue because
of it. What is your
detective distracted
by?
Who does your
detective share
their thoughts
with?

Max has his loyal
friend, Oscar,
always on hand to
talk about he case.
Does your detective
have a sidekick?

Hazel Wong and Daisy Wells in the Murder
Most Unladylike series by Robin Stevens are
two schoolgirls. Unlike Poppy Pym, they both want
to be detectives and are keen to find a big case to
solve. When one of their mistresses is murdered
and they decide that they are the only people who
can work out who the culprit is.
So what about your detective, do they want to be a
detective? Have they always been interested in
puzzles and detective novels and mysteries, or do
they turn detective because something happens to
them?

The Most Important
Thing!
Your character is YOUR character. Have
fun creating them and let your
imagination run riot. You want a pink
flamingo detective? Great. A detective
who solves crimes while running
marathons? Brilliant. The important
thing is that you write what YOU want
to write and HAVE FUN!

LET’S CREATE A DETECTIVE - GRAB A PENCIL:
‣ What is your detective called?
‣ How old are they?
‣ Are they an animal or a human? (If they are an animal, how might what sort of animal they
affect how they do their detection?)
‣ Where do they live? (In a real place or a made up place?)
‣ What is their absolute favourite thing to do? (Max loves food, especially salmon mousse) and
what is it that they hate doing most?
‣ Do they love puzzles? Detectives are usually curious, that’s why they can’t resist trying to solve
a mystery. What makes your detective curious?
‣ What is it that they want more than anything in the world? This is the most important question
to ask about your detective. Max wants a family that love him and that is why he sets out to be
a detective, to protect his theatre family when he thinks they are in danger. If you know what it
is that your character wants more than anything else then that will help you to write your
mystery. It could be fame, or fortune, or to protect a friend or
to prove that they are super clever. It could be anything. It’s
up to you.
Are you beginning to see your detective forming? There are a
few more questions on the front page to help you more. Be as
adventurous as you like and create a really fun character that
you want to spend more time with. In the next session we are
going to build a world to put them in….
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